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The Honorable Donald L. Evans
Secretary of Commerce
H.bert c- Hoover BuildIng

..14th Street and COnJtitution AvefJUc, N.W.
!,Washington. D.C. 20230

Deal Mr .Secretary:

We 81C writing today in refeIm1Ca to an appeal wbiQh has been 5Ub!nittr.d by Islandaf East,

LLC to overtun1 the Octobez: 151 2002 den\aJ i58Ued by 1he Stl1O of CoMecciC\Lt Departm~ 0!
Envjromnental Protet.ticm (DEP) IegardiDgthe propo1c4 eo~tjon ofthc Ialmda: East pipeKue.
~ yQU. may know, ~ pipoliDa would GXtoud dwDgh ~e Connecdcut Ct!mJnJmitics, ;...hoIOI8
~rd. COImecticut, where it would mt=- the Loug Island So\DJ.d IDd continue to Shorebam, New
York.

After thotou sJ1 review) the C o nnec ti cut D EP det~ jn~d that the p roj ect w.., DO t cousfttCDt
with the State's tederal1y approved CoNta1Zonc~~t Program (CZMP). TheDEP found
tb&t, 8& proposed. the COnsmUJnOD and installadon woUld have J].eptive impacts on Wata" quality,
shellfi9h habitat, water dependant use, and tidal wetlmcJ8. In our (tiscossions w1U\ tbe DBP .we h~
also been informed of their serions coucems with th~ pot=UaJ damlgo that will be caused to the
Sound's bottom wid1 the installadDD of~s pipa.. ConstnlCtion eldmatt;S indicate tbal thc ~
needed for in5t~Qn would spau batWeeu 7S and 260 fcet along the ~ mi1e crossing. Th*
estiJnates do Do1 include the potmtial scarring w1Iicl\ mAYbo catlS~ by ~ dtagging ancbo!l. 1 S feet
in 1=gtb. which ~vould be used to Btabi1\%e the iostsnation e(JUiptaent dminS the t1u-ee ~ssinS$

which are proposed to complete insta11ation.

In addition to the DEP's objectioll8. the lslandr.r t:ut projcc.t has also bOCD revicwQi by
scveral federal agencies in accomanoe with the National Envjronmcntal .Policy Act 'and tbc Clem
Air AGt. To date, both tho United Statos Enviromnental Protcctiou. A,geacy and the 'UDi'ted. States
Fi&h and Wildlife Service have expresaed numerous CODCcms with the proposed projCCt.

Witb the insta11won of the koquois Daua1 gas piptlme only a d~c ago. Co~
residents have wimesBed the JCVere: and iJr8'Jer&tble damase that can b& caused by sucl1 a proj~
Despite the fact that a lc,. ~vironmenu1ly dam~~8 .ttemative route hM been ideatified. not oo1y
by the DF.P 7 bUt by the Fedt4'4l P.natIY Regu1atoly Com1J1issio1J (F.EkC). FERC has re~d to
~Ql10d« tbia alterX1itive in concert wi1h the Island«: Bast pIOposa1. 1h. IstUJdt'8: East propow is
simply DOt the b~t ptoposaJ "9rhm c.onsiderinarJ\e anvironmcntal rim.



The Honorable Donald L. Evms
January 9, 2003
Paae 1

While we fI111y'UDderltand that ChOI; are eDergyneeds w~~ob ~ be met in the 1Dng
Relioz-. We do not believe tbst CoDD.ocU~ or the Loai Island Sowd should .ho\J1der the
1r~~dous 8D.viroDmmta.1 bmdcn mis projcc.t would csa\t tO Te5O1ve Lon8111and.spowet d=an~.

Ii We Mpe that you wiU con&ider these -es, U well 8S tbose conccms r81sed by the DEP aDd
i fed«3l teau1atory agencies, throu&hout ~ur reviGW orJIlaDd. Bast' We 1b'Ong1y UIJe )'Ou
I to l)phold tbe October IS1 200Z deciaion jssued byU\e CODeCtiaut Depu1ment ofED.vironmC!ltal
"'" ProtectiOD.

We appreciate your cousidora.tiOD oftbia matter md uk tbat. yo~ notify our om

General Counoil'.s ofijce det8l:mJnoa the schedulo of Ibis appea.t

Sincerely,

1~~
~.J~~~---U.S. Senator

11:ii ~.L. # !~ i ~ t D::r:~ ~-==

!1 Member of Congress

~ .;i:;!:~. ~~

B. LARSON

borof~s

~

Mlmbcr (:!:1"-



UNITeD eTATEs DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
N~on.. OaeAnic end AcmoBph.rlc Admlnl.tt'ation
W~shingI;On. DC. 2Q2:30

OFFICE OF THE GENE~AL.. COUNSEL

JAN I 6 lOOJ

The Honorable Christopher J. Dodd
United States Scnatc
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Dodd:

Thank you for yuur co.signcd letter rcgarding the Islander East Pipe)jnc Company's
administrative appeal filed undcr the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currcnlly
pending before the Department or Commerce. The National OceaJlic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) processes many a.,;pccts of CZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commercc, and thercforc waS askcd to respond to your inquiry.

Writjng in support of the Connecticut Dcpartment of Environmental Protectiol1's (Col1J1ecticut)
position on lhis matter. you ask that we carefu11y consider various issues and conccms rcgarding
the proposed constructjon of the [Slander East pipeline. Ple;ISc be assured that we have already
beb'Un the process of developing an administrative record, which will include briefs and
supplemental)' information submitted by Connecticut and Islander East, as well as commenl~ aJ1d
materials received from the public and interested Fcderal agencies. In this regard, enclosed is a
copy of the initial briefing schedule issued recen\ly to the p'dIties. Also, a federal Res!stcI notice
provjdinK general information to the publjc about the appeal, including a public commcntpcrio~
will be published latcr this munth.

We will add )")ur letter to the appeal's administtative record and look forwarll to receiving anyintonnation you belit:ve to be hclpful to the Secretary in d~iding this appeal. ,

Thank you again for your correspondence on this important issue

Sincercly,

7-' I? ;t4~"l/

James R. Walpole

General Counscl

Enclosure
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UNITED aT A TWS OEPAA'"MENT DF COMM.AC.
N.~lon.1 Daeenic ~ Acmo.ph.ric Admlnistr.dan
WashIngton. D.C. 20230

OFFiCe OF THE GeNERAL COlJNSEL

JAN 1 6 2003

The Honorable Joscph r. liebennan

United States Senate

Washington. D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Liebcn11an:

Thank you for your co-signed letter rcgiJrdjng the Islander East Pipeline Company's
~nistralive appeal fiJed under thc Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently
pending before the Department ofCommcrce. Thc National Occanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) p..ocesscs many aspects of CZMA appeals for the S~relary of
Commerce. and theceforc WClS asked to rcspond to your inquiry.

Writing in $uppon of the Connecticut Department ofEnvironmclltal Protcction's (Connecticut)
position on this matter, you ask that we caTefully consider various issues and concerns regarding
the proposed coJ1struction of the Islander East pipelinc. Please be assured that we have alrcady
begun the process of developing an a£bninistrative TCCord. which will iI1clude briefs and
supplemcntary infonJ1nlion submitted by Connecticut and ls]ander East. as well as commcnts and
materials r"eived from the public 811d intercsted federal agencies. In thjs regard, enclosed is a
copy oflhe initial briefing schedule issued recently lo the parties. Also. a I:ederaJ Re~ster notice
pro'V iding gencral information to the publjc about the appeal. including a pub1ic commcnt period,
win be published later this month.

w~ will ad4 your letter to the appea1'5 administrative record and loOk forward to rcceiving any
informatioQ you bclicve 10 be helpful to the Secretary in deciding this appeal.

Thank you .gain for your correspondence on this important issue.

Sincercly,

~ty~/V
James R- WaJpole

GencraI Counsel

Enclosure
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UNiTeD STATES DBPAR1'M.NT OF COMMERCE
N.t;lon.. Qc.."ic .r'\d At;maspherlc Adrni"i.tr.~ion
Wa~P'\ington. D.C. 20C?30

OFFiCE at= THE ~Ne~AL- COUN81;L

JAN 1 .20OJ

The Honorab~ Rosa L. DeLauTo

U.S. House of RepTCsentatives

Washington. p.C. 20515

Dear Representative DeI..auro

Thank you for your co-signl:d letter rcgarding the Islander East Pjpcline Company's
administrcitiv~ appeal filcd under the Coastal Zone Managcment Act (CZMA) and currently
pending bcfote the Department of Commerce. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administrati+n (NOAA) proccsses many aspects ofCZMA appeals for lhc Secretary of
Commcrce, ~d thercfore was asked to respond to your iJ1qujry.

Writing in S~pol1 of the CoJm~jcut Department ofEnvironmentaJ Protection's (CUfU1CCticut)
position on this matter. you ask that we careful1y consider various issues and concerns regarding
the proposed construction of the Islander East pip cline. Please be assured that we have already
begun t1}e process of developing an administrative record. which win include briefs and

SUPPlemen~ infonnation submittcd by Connecticut and Islander East. as well as comments and
materials ivcd from the publjc and interested Federal agcncies. In this reganJ, enclosed is a
copy of the. itial briefing schOOule issued reccntly to the parties. Also. a Ecderal Re~ster notice
providing gdner-aI infotnlation to the public about the appca), including a public comment period.
wil1 be published 1ater this month.

Wc will add your letter to the appeal's administrative record and look forward to receiving any
infonniitionlyou believe to be hclpful to thc Secretary in deciding this appcaJ. i

Thank you ,gain for yOllt coITespondence on this imponant issuc

Sincerely,

~ If, )/r +t-""
fam~es-R. Walpole ,

General Counsel

Enclosure



UNIT.O STATes oePARTMeNT OP COMMERCe
N.~Of'\.1 ac..nlc 8nd Acma8f'heric Adminl.~...l:ion
Washington. OC. 20230

QF~ICE OF T~E GeNERAL couNseL

JAM 1 6 ZOO3

The HOnOrab~ Rob Simmons

U.S. House o Representatives

Washington, .C. 20S 15

Dear Repre~tatlvc Simmons

Thank you fo your co-sjgned letter regarding the Islander East Pipeline Company's
administrativ appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently
pending beti the Department of Commerce. The National Occanic and Atmospheric
Admjnistrati (NOAA) processes many aspects ofCZMA appeals for the So;Tt;tary of
Commerce, d therefore was asked to respond to your inquiry.

,
Writing in s on of the Connecticut Department of Environmenlal Protection.s (Conncclicut)
position on -5 matter. you ask thal we cMcfulJy consider various issucs and concerns regij[ding
the propose construction or the IsJander East pipclinc. Plcase be assured that we have already
begun the p of devcloping an administr4tive record. whjch wil1.inc\ude briefs and
supplemenl information Ijubmittcd by Connecticut and Islander East. as well as comments and
materi~s r jvcd fr'om the public and interested Federal agencies. In this regard, enclosed is a
copy ofthc .jtial briefing schedule issued recently to the panit:s. Also, a ~cra1 Register notice
providing eral information to the public about the appeal. including a public comment period,

will be publ ed later this month.

We wi11 ~your tetter to the appeal's administrativc record and look forward to recciving any
informalionfyou believe to be helpful to lbe Secretary in deciding this appeal.

Thank you 4gain for your correspondence on this important issue.

Sincercly,

Enclosure

,. James R. Walpolc

General Counsel
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UNiTeD STATeS oePA~T""..NT OF CDMMeACe
Net;Jon.1 Oaee"~ and AtmoSphena Ad",lniR'..~D"
W8~h;ngton D.C. cD2:3D

oFFiCE OF THE (;'~NSRAL COUNSEL

JAM 1 , ZO03

The HOnOrab t Nancy L. Johnson U.S. House o Representatives

Washington, .C. 20515

Dcar Repres~tative Johnson:

Thank youti your co-signed letter regarding the Islander East Pipe)jnc Company's
adminjstrativ appeal filcd Wlder thc Coaslal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently
pending befi the Department of Commerce. The National Oceanic and Almospheric
Admjnistrati n (NOM) procc:sses many aspects of CZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commerce. d thcrefore was asked to respond to your inquiry.

Writing in s rt oflhe Connecti~ut Department of EnvirorunentaJ Protection's (Connecticut)

pos,t1on on is matter, you ask that wc carefully consider various issues and conccms regarding
the propoac congtruction of the Islander East pjpeline. Pleasc be assured tltat we have already

begun the p "CSS of dcveloping an administrative record, which wiJI include bri~fs and
supplement inf1)nnation submitted by Connecticut and Islander East, as well as comments and

materials r ived from the public and interested Fcderal agencies. In this regard, enclosed is a
copy of the itjal briefing schedule issued recently to the parties. Also, a fcd~1 Reg~stcr notice

providing 9 eraJ infonnalion lO thc public about lbe i1ppeal. jncluding a public conunent period,

will be publshcd later this month.

We will ad4 your Jetter'to lhe appeal's administrat1ve record and look forward to receiving any
informatio~you bel1eve to be helpful to the Secretary in deciding this appeal.

rhank you ~gain for yom con-espondence on this imponant issue.

Sincercly,

~ J? )t~

James R. Walpole

General Counsel

Enck)sure
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uNITeD STATES O.PARTt.;leNT OF COMMEACE
N.~on.1 Oc..nio ~ At:mD!apherfc Adrnlnl.tr.bion
WBBh;ngton. DC 20230

OFFICE OF THE GSNe~AL COUNSEL

JAN 1 6 ZOO3

.rhe HOnOrab ~ Christopher Shays

U.S. House 0 Representatives

Washington. .C. 20515

Dear Repres~tative Shays

Thank you f~ your co-signed leller rcgarding the Islander East Pipeline Company's

admj,nistrativ
~ appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Man-agemcnt Ac~ (CZMA) and cur:ently

pendIng befo the Department of Cnmmerce- The NatIonal Oceanic and Atmosphcnc

Administrati n (NOM) proccsses many aspects of ClMA appeals for thc Secretary of
Commerce, d therefore was asked to respond to your inquiry.

Writing in s port of the Connccticut Dcpartment orEnvironmentaJ Pro1ection's (CoJm~ticu~)
position on l '5 matter, you ask that we carefully consider various is~ues and concerns regarding
the propo ! construction of the Islander East pipelinc. Please be assured that we have already

begun the p 'css of dcveloping an administratjvc record, which will include briefs and
supplement infonnation submitted by Connecticut and Islander East, as wc1J as comments and
matcrials r ived from ~he pubJic and interested Fedl.:ral agencies. In this regard. enclosed is a
copy of the' itial briefing schedule issued recently to the parties. A Isu. a ~erAI Register notice
providing 9 era) information to thc public about the appea], inc1udjng a pubJlic commen~ period,
will be publIshed later this month.

We will ~dlyour le~cr to lhc appeal's administrative ~ord.a~d Joo.k foIWaT4j to receiving any
infonnat1on!~ou belIeve to be helpful to the Sccretary In decidIng thIs appeal.

Thank you again for your corrcspondence on lhis important issue.

Sincerely,

~/(.
James R- Walpole

Generdl Colln~el

Enclosure
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uNITeD sTATes D.~ART.MeNT DP: COMM.ACS
N.~on.1 0e..,,1c and Atm,gapherle Ad",lnl8Cr.~i~
WaShinQ~cn. O.C;. 2D230

OFFCEOF THE GENe~AL.CDUNSEL

JAN 1 6 2003

The Honorable John B. Larson

U.S. House o(Representatives

Washington, J;>.C. 20515

Dear Representative Larsoff

Thank you for your co-signed tetter regarding the 1slander East Pipeline Company's
administrative appeal filed unuer lhe Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) aJld currently
pending befot:e the Department of Commerce. Thc Nalionat Oceanic and Atmosphcric
AdministIatian (NOM) processcs many aspects ofCZMA appeals fOT the Secretary of
Commerce, and therefore was asked to respond Lo >-our inq\liry.

Writjng in support of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protcction's (Connccticut)
position on this matter, you ask that we carefully consider various issues and concerns regarding
the proposed ~onstIUCtion of the Islander East pipclinc. Please be assured that we have already
begun the process of developing an administrative record, which will includc briefs and
supplemental;y information submittcd by Connecticut and Islander East. as weIJ as cQlTUne:nts and
materials received from the public and interested Federal agencicg. In this regard, enclosed is a
copy of the initial briefing sche:dulc issued recently to tl)e parties. Also. a Federal Re~ster notice
providing general infonnation to the pubJic about the appeal, including a public comment period,
will be publi$hed laler this month.

Wc will add your letter to the appeal's administr4itive record and look foIWard to rccciving any
infofilla(ioD you bclieve lo be hclpful to thc Secretary in dcciding this appeal.

Thank you again for your correspondence on this important issue,

Sincercly,

9~/(. ;Ii+.w
James R WaJpole

Ge11eraJ Counsel

Enclosure


